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““Special Education is an organic part of the public education
system and has exactly the same tasks of the normal school. It cre-
ates the most favourable conditions for the correction of develop-
mental abnormalities through principles of correctional education
that are applied throughout the educational process.”

With these words Professor Vladimir Lubovski, Director of the
Research Institute for Defectology of the Academy of Pedagogic
Sciences of the USSR opened his speech to last year’s international
Child Care Conference in London. His subsequent description of
special schools in the USSR setting standards of high achievement
for children who are temporarily or permanently impaired was im-
pressive. The facilities for and the results achieved by the mentally
retarded, deaf, hard of hearing, blind, partially sighted, physically
disabled, those with severe speech disorders and those with delay in
mental development in segregated special schools where almost all
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